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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Toren Reported Dates of papers recetved 
Place of publication, | and 7 for the 
Week. 


BenGat.i. 


Weeklg. 


‘ Bangavasi”... me 119th December, 1896. 
“ Basumati” 


“Hitaishi” ae ax | sona ditto. 
“ Hitavedi? _ «.. is 18th ditto 


“ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ”’ we ei 19th ditto. 


‘‘Navayuga” _... . sas 19th ditto. 
“Sahachar”’ _,,. a aa 16th ditto. 


“Samay ” an si oe 18th ditto. 


“Sanjivani”’  .., we ‘ 19th ditto. 
‘‘Som Prakash ” sis is 21st ditto. 


“ Sulabh Samachar” 


mODOD NAS eB wnre 


Daily. 


‘* Banga Vidya Prakashika” o a Oe 19th December, 


‘* Dainik-o-Samachar Chan- wis 0 | 20th to 24th December, 
 drika.”’ 1896, 


‘‘Samvad Frabhakar”’ he i 22nd December, 1896. 


“Samvad Purnachandrodaya’ . <a 21st December, 


“Sulabh Dainik” 


18th and 21st to 24th 
December, 1896. | 


Hinp1. 


Weekly. 


‘* Bharat Mitra ”’ no 2 17th December, 1896, 
“ Hindi Bangavasi”’ sie | Z2lst —_— ditto. 


PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
‘¢ Hublul Mateen ” 


Urpv. 


Weekly. 


‘ Darussaltanat ard Urdu| Ditto ditto. 
Guide.’ 


‘General and Gauhariasfi” | Ditto 

Buspwax Drivisti0n. 
BEneéAalt. 

Fortnightly. 


‘‘ Benkura Darpan”’ .. | Bankura “ 
“ Ulubaria Darpan "’ .. | Ulubaria | 14th and 29th November, 


| 1896. 
Weekly. 


‘Burdwan Sanjivani” _... | Burdwan 


| 
16th December, 1896. 


“Chinsura Vartavaha” _... | Chinsura 
** Education Gazette” ... | Hooghly 


Pagsipency Division. 
Benoa. : 


Weekly. 


‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi” ,,, 
‘** Murshidabad Pratinidhi ” 
“ Pratikar” 


iiiinamaene eanicente ee ee “ Cir ineell alt i aaa: ‘ 
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| , Reported Dates of papers received 
Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. — of and examined for the Bemakxs. 
Urrya. Orissa Division. 
Monthly. — 
1 | “ Brahma” ... | Cuttack oe 160 
2 | “Indradhanu”’ we | Ditto eee 0s 006 
3 | “ Shikshabandhu” sce | aeeo ies aera 
4 | “Utkalprabha” ... | Mayurbhunj ee coves ser eee Only six copies have 
: | = pn issued since 
6 r was re- 
Weekly. vived te Jan 
“Sambalpur Hitaishini” ...| Bamra in the Central)... san ak Gee Wee 
rovinces. i 
‘‘Samvad Vahika” .»- | Balasore see 190 | 3rd December, 1896. el aati at 
no subscribers have 
“ Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto om 809 | 9th ditto. Thi pen a to 
‘ Utkai D:pika as . | Cuttack eee 480 | 12th ditto. cn ts the Cte, 
| but the number of 
subscribers could 
Hint. Patna Division. not be ascertained. 
Monthly. 
“ Bihar Bandhu ” .. | Bankipur om 600 
Weekly. 
“ Aryavarta”’ ... ... | Dinapur ce 1,000 - 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 
“ Akhbar-i-Al Punch ”’ »»» | Bankipur se 600 | 17th ditto. 
‘Gaya Punch .., oe | Gaya se 400 
BENGALI. RassHau1 Division. 
Weekly. 
“ Hindu Ranjika” o. | Boalia, Rajshahi __... 195 | 16th ditto. 
“ Rangpur Dikprakash” ...| Kakina, Rangpur  ... 180 
HInnpt. | 
Monthly. 
“ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling be 500 sosees It is said that 660 
Samachar Patrika.”’ copies of the paper 
3 Dacca Division. are printed each 
BENGALI. month. Out of this 
number, 160 copies | 
Fortnightly. : | are distributed 
among the subscri- 
‘ Kasipur Nivasi .. | Kasipur, Barisal =. 244 | 14th ditto. a oe = By 
Weekly. three pies per copy. 
1 rT Barisal Hitaishi ”’ eee Barisal , eee eeecee 11th ‘ ditto. 
66 Mihir - eee Mymensingh eee 900 14th ditto. ? 
; ss a Tatach ” ve. | Dacca oes 2,400 | 20th ditto. | 
4 66 Saraswat Patra ” Pee Do. : eee About 440 19th ditto. “a 
6 - Vikrampur i eee eee Lauhajangha, Dacca oes 240 17th ditto. 
En@iisH aND BgnGatt. 
Weekly. 
“ Dacca Gazette” _ vee | Dacca re 500 | 21st ditto. 
BEen@alt. Cuittacone Division. 
Fortnightly. 
£6 Tripura Prakash . oe Comilla ooo 700 
_— 120 | 13th and 20th Novembe 
° + 9 | : na l ~ovem per 
“Sansodbini” .. an Chittagong and 18ta December, 
1896. 
Buweall. AssaM. 
Fortnightly. 
“* Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi’ | Sylhet ek: cee 


( 1198 ) 


II.— Homer ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


THE Bartsal Hitatshi of the 11th December says that the diminution of Barmat Hrasm, 
violent crimes in the Backergunge district of late Dec. 1itb, 1896. 
years is due solely to the efficiency of the local 
em which has ferreted out the badmashes and brought them to justice. 
n the current year the number of murder cases during the six months from 
January to June was fifty, while the number from July up to date is only 
twenty. ‘This falling off inthe number of murders is due, not to the withdrawal 
of firearms, but to the efficient and energetic action of the police. 
2. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th December observes that the people of — x,spur Nivast, 
Barisal will not feel much difficulty in killing wild pec. 14th, 1896, 
3 boars without firearms. The Sonthals of Barisal have 
adopted the old practice of killing wild boars with a kind of sharp-pointed 
instrument called sa. | 
3. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 15th December complains of recrudes- pyanwax Sanstvant, 
. oe cence of dacoity in Burdwan. Dec. 15th, 1896. 
Pn cng dacoity inthe = There have this year occurred sixty dacoities in 
the Burdwan district alone, in most of which the 
police has totally failed to detect the offenders. We have not for a long time 
heard of such a large number of dacoities taking place in a single district. We 
generally hold the police responsible for this recrudescence of crime, and we 
must blame it if it fails to trace the offenders. The police is certainly to 
blame for its inefficiency, but it must at the same time be admitted that the 
existing police arrangements cannot be expected to make the police adminis- 
tration of the country efficient or effective. Police-stations are situated at a 
distance of fifteen or twenty miles from one another, each of them being 
manned by only seven or eight constables. There are no able detective officers 
in the district police, and no strong and efficient chaukidars in the villages. 
The village people are too weak and effeminate to use arms or otherwise defend 
themselves against the attacks of dacoits. That dacoities do not take place 
oftener in the country must be owing to the kindness and forbearance of the 
dacoits themselves. 
In the dacoity which took place at Benapur, the dacoits showed wonderful 
courage and daring. At nine o’clock in the evering, when the villagers had not 
gone to bed, a gang of dacoits entered the house of a gentleman. The gate of 
the outer compartment was still open, and the owner of the house-was still 
sitting in the battakkhana when the dacoits, in a body, forced their way into 
the house. They took possession of the shovels and axes which they found 
there, and with these made an opening in the wall, through which they entered 
the inner apartment and carried away a booty of several thousand rupees. 
- A constable on round was roughly handled, and the’ village people did not 
venture to oppose the movements of the dacoits. The police is investigating 
the case, but so far without success. The dacoits could, however, have been 
easily traced if there had been police-stations at short distances. 
The recrudescence of dacoity makes it highly necessary for the Govern- 
ment to increase the mufassal police force, without which the life and property 
of the people will be made extremely insecure. But the Government will most 
probably plead poverty. It, however, goes without saying that the protection 
of the people’s life and property is necessary above all other things, and the 
Government should devote its undivided attention to the putting down of 
dacoity and the restoration of peace and security in the country, without 
hich good government 1s impossible. As for the Government's plea of 
poverty, it often spends money like water when it is pleased to do so. It has, 
for instance, sanctioned fifty thousand rupees for the repair of the Chinsura 
barracks, where the Hooghly Courts ard the Burdwan Commissioner’s office are 
going to be located. This a pessoas was not very urgently a a age 
not so urgently needed as is the expenditure of money for the strengthening o 


tne mufassal police force. 


The Barisal notification. 


The Barisal notification. 


, Re) a al 


MIHIR-0-SUDHAEAR, 
Dec. 19th, 1896. 
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4, A Musalman of Pangsa, who does not publish his name for fear of 

the Narail estate cutcherry in the Faridpur district, 

Oppression by zamindar’s men writes in the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 19th Decem- 
in the Faridpur district. _ her as follows :— 

The Bakr-id festival of the Bengali year 1302 1s an agonising and heart- 
rending reminiscence to me. All of a sudden, I feel in my heart the sting of 
a thousand scorpions. We are the disgrace of the Moslem race; the pious fiery 
stream which coursed through the veins of our ancestors no longer warms our 
hearts! What cowards we are! O Maguradangi Musalmans, how long will 

ou remain entranced? Your nationality is going to be destroyed. And is not 
death far better than to be controlled tp irreligious kafers in the observance of 

our religious rites and ceremonies ? If you are afraid of the zamindar’s amla, 
irreligious kafers that they are, then, go, you cowards, and drown yourselves in 
the waters of the ocean. Where is your marsness if you have not the courage 
to uphold the glory of truth and justice, to protect your religion and put down 
your oppressors ? Will you see your nationality destroyed, and a deep stain cast 
on the names of your forefathers? 

O Musalman brethren of Maguradangi, do not bear oppression in silence 
any longer, but come forward ina body, and with the name of the holy God 
on your lips, go forth to put down oppression. Our breasts are bathed in tears, 
but who is there near whom we should weep? Who will sympathise with us 
and deliver us from danger and oppression? The Government is now our 
kind protector; and willit not save us from the oppressions of the Hindu 
amla of the Narail cutcherry? We, Maguradangi Musalmans, take shelter 
under the protecting wings of Government, and we hope protection will be 
given to us, 

Gopal Miya and Thanda Miya are talukdarsin Maguradangi in the Pangsa 

thana of the Faridpur district, and a Musalman named Etbar Fakir lives on 
their taluk in a jungle where there is no Hindu resident. This man has 
done butcher’s work for the last two or three years, and no objection has been 
taken to his doing so. Nor has anyone ever objected to the slaughter of cows 
in Maguradangi—an immemorial practice in the place. On the occasion of the 
Bakr-id of 1300 B.S.(?) Thanda Miya had a cow slaughtered at night by Etbar. 
The matter somehow came to the notice of Sayaram Rai and Jadunath Joardar, 
naibs of the Narail cutcherry, and of Beni Madhab Singh, Ramendra Singh, 
Rajani Basu, and Kali Majumdar, amla of the same eutcherry. On that very 
holy day they sent out Jitu Mridha and Nepal Jamadar to investigate the matter 
secretly. The two men went back with the news that a cow had actually been 
slaughtered by Etbar Fakir in Thanda Miya’s house. At 12 noon oles the 
Musalmans, assembled at Thanda Miya’s masjid, and in the Idgah of the 
Munshi Sahebs, were about to offer up their Jd prayer, by Sayarum Rai’s order, 
nearly 60 or 7() lathials secretly gathered in the jungle under the leadership of 
Jitu Mridha and Nepal Jamadar, and all of a sudden attacked Etbar’s house, 
looted it, and took away Etbar himself, bound, to the cutcherry. The entire 
Musalman community of Maguradangi saw this. About 500 to 600 Musal- 
mans awaited only Thanda Miya’s and Gopal Miya’s order to rescue the eaptive 
as he was being taken away. But no one ventured to give the order, and thereby 
pick a quarrel with such powerful zamindars. On their way to the cutcherry the 
lathials, with their captive, passed by the police-station, but the police remained 
deaf and blind. 

At the cutcherry Etbar was severely beaten and detained. Then men 
were despatched to let loose all the cows and calves which could be found in 
his house. When Etbar’s wife and children came to supplicate on his behalf, 
they met with nothing but beating. No scruple was evinced in roughly 
handling even Etbar’s wife. Sixty or seventy men were next sent to arrest 
Thanda Miya, and it was only after much supplication that he was released on 
respectable Musalmans like Munshi Elahi Baksh and Gopal Miya standing - 
surety forhim. Poor Etbar was again mercilessly beaten with kharam (wooden 
sandals), sticks and shoes, His beard was torn, and he was pulled by the ear 
and nose. And, last of all, he was thrown on the ground and a bamboo was 
rane over his body, The last torture made Etbar faint, and his tormentors, 

eving him dead, stopped. But when he showed signs of life again, he 

was once more most cruelly beaten, till, under the fresh torture, he began 
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to pass blood stools and again fainted. A short respite was granted to the 
dying man. But the beating was soon after resumed under the orders of the 
two naibs and other amla. They repeatedly cried “beat, beat; beat that sala 
to death; break his hands and legs.” At this stage, Munshi Elahi Baksh 
and Gopal Miya entreated the naibs to let off the unfortunate man. Orders 
were then issued for his release, but his house was to be destroyed, and he was 
to be sent out of the Hindu zamindar’s jurisdiction. At the further supplica- 
tion of the Munshi Saheb and the Miya Saheb, and on their giving written 
engagement to the effect that Etbar Fakir would never in future slaughter a 
cow, and that if he did, they would hold themselves responsible for the 
consequences, the order for Etbar’s leaving the place altogether was withdrawn. 
When Etbar was carried home by his sons, he was more dead than alive, and 
it took him a long time to recover his health 

Everybody in Maguradangi, and most people in Narayanpur, Jalilpara, 
Bhellabaria, Krishnapur, and Pangsa know of this outrage. If an investigation 
is made by an impartial and upright European officer, the account here given 
will be proved to the letter. ‘The people are too afraid of the cutcherry people 


to lodge a complaint themselves, An investigation will bring to light many. 


other outrages like this committed before. 


5. One Munshi Muhammad Mebherulla, writing from Chhatiantala, 
(ee ot Jessore, in the same paper, says that some Musal- 
yosmindari, Oppression in the mans of Majdia having lately slaughtered a cow, 
Babu Jogendra Chandra, of Tailkup, zamindar 

of the village, had the poor Musalmans brought before him on the 7th December 
last, and subjected them to the grossest oppression. He also detained them 
for about half-a-day, and released them only on their finding sureties for the 
payment of a fine of Rs. 300. The men went to the Magistrate of Jessore the 
next day, and laid a complaint against the zamindar. The case will be heard 
by a Hindu 2 Magistrate, but a Hindu officer cannot be expected to do 


Justice in a cow-slaughter case. The Zamindar’s men are still threatening the 
villagers. 


6. The Som Prakash of the 2lst December strongly objects to the 
circular of the Inspector-General of Police direct- 
ing that special diaries under section 172 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code should be written in English. ‘l'bese diaries are very 
important documents, as, if properly kept, they are of very great help to 
Magistrates in examining witnesses. But Sub-Inspectors, who have passed only 
the Entrance Examination, do not possess sufficient knowledge of English to 
be able to keep those diaries properly in that language. Kverybody knows 
how seriously Honorary Magistrates distort facts in recording depositions in 
the English language. ‘The Inspector-General’s reason for the circular is that 
these diaries are, as a rule, written so illegibly in the vernacular as to be 

erfectly unintelligible to Police Superintendents, and even to native Inspectors. 
But this is the first time that the writer hears that native Inspectors are unable 
to read diaries kept in the vernacular. Some Police Superintendents give 
directions in English to their native subordinates written so clumsily as to be 
perfectly unintelligible. But would that justify the passing of an order 
that Police Superintendents should write to their subordinatesin the vernacular ? 
What the Inspector-General should have ordered, is that Sub-Inspectors should 
take care to write their diaries neatly and legibly. It is hoped that the Inspector 
General will calmly consider these objections and withdraw his circular. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


7” The Hitavadi of the 18th December has the following suggestions 
to make in regard to the plan of the houses that 
The projected Munsifs’ houses. arg to be built for Munsifs :— 
(1) In a malarious province like Bengal, the houses should have at least 
one room on an upper story, and if that is impracticable, the plinth should be 


ufficientl h. 
(2) There should be a well in the outer apartments, as there is to be one 


in the inner apartments, for it is repugnant to Hindu notions that male servants 
should.enter the zanana at all hours to fetch water. 


Objections to a police circular. 


MIHIR-0O-SUDHAKAR, 
Dec. 19th, 1896, 


Som PrakasH, 
Dec. 21st, 1896. 


HrtavaD!, 
Dec, 18th, 1896. 


HiTavVaDI, 
Dec. 18th, 1896. 


DaccA PRAKASH, 
Dec. 20th, 1896, 


SAHACHAR, 
Dec, 16th, 1896. 


DAROUSSALTANAT AND 
UrbDvU GUIDE, 


Dec. 17th, 1896. 


HiITaAVADI, 


Dec, 1&th, 1896. 
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(3) No veranda need be kept behind the houses. The veranda should be 


converted into a room. 

(4) There should be a covered passage from the house to the outlying 
store-room and cook-room behind. 

8. A correspondent of the same paper says that the Hooghly Courts 
are very finely and conveniently situated. Their 
situation has been commended by all former 
Lieutenant-Governors. It is not easy to understand 
why the Courts are going to be removed to Chinsura. This much alone the 
correspondent knows that the Courts are going to be removed at the instance 
of one or two Civilians. Thore is a play-ground in the Chinsura Barracks 
where Englishmen play every evening, and it is very inconvenient to hold 
court at one place and play at another. Again, the Commissioner’s office is 
going to be removed to Chinsura ; and as he saw that he would not feel very com- 
fortable in the absence of company, he recommended that the Hooghly Courts 
should be removed to that place—a recommendation which has been readily 
accepted by the Bengal Government without the least regard to the incon- 
venience of pleaders, mukhtars and amla. The want of a few additional rooms 
was indeed felt in the Collectorate, but the addition would have involved far less 
cost than the removal of the Courts will involve. 

9. The Dacca Prakash of the 20th December complains that the Courts 
and Government offices in Dacca were virtually 
closed for three days on the occasion of the last 
horse race. This caused great inconvenience to 
litigants who had to undergo trouble and expense in atiending the Courts 
during these days, It will be well to observe a ‘ horse-race ” holiday in future 


in Dacca, and have that holiday gazetted, instead of keepi: things in un- 
certainty. 


The proposed removal of the 
Hooghly Courts. 


The Dacca Courts and the horse 
race. 


(c)—Jails. 


10. The Sahachar of the 16th December says that the Howard Association 
has earned the gratitude of the people of India 
by pointing out to Government the necessity of 
segregating, in Indian jails, young female criminals 
from habitual offenders of the same sex. In Indian jails, there is separate 
accommodation for boy-prisoners and grown-up male prisoners, but not for the 
prisoners of the other sex. The existing system of huddling together young 
and old female convicts proves exceedingly injurious to the former, The 
reform asked for by the Howard Association will, no doubt, require mucb 
expense; but considering the importance of the matter, expense should not be 


erudged. 


Segregation of young femal 
prisoners. 3 


(d)—Lducation, 


A correspondent of the Darussaliunat and Urdu Guide of the 17th 
"December is sorry that Goverament is proposing to 
utilise the boarding-house which has recently been 
built near the Calcutta Madrassa for a different 
purpose from that originally formed. Sir Charles Elliott, the late Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, observed the increasing number of mufassal students in 
Calcutta, and had the kindness to advance money for the construction of 
the building with the object of accommodating Muhammadan students who 
come from the mufassal to live in Calcutta. It is said that the Government 
is going to take this step because about Rs. 37,000 still remain to be raised 
by private donation. 

_ Reasonable time should be given to collect donations from rich Muham- 
madans, and an appeal should be made to them through the leaders of their 
community, like Sir Syed Ahmad and others. To deny the enjoyment of a 
boon once granted does not become the English Government, which is known 
for its generosity to its subjects. 

12. The Mitavadi of the 18th Devember publishes a letter in Bengali, 
Scholarship rules for the middle Which several teachers in East Bengal have 
ae tion in the addressed to Babu Surendranath Banerji, complain- — 

ing of the unfairness of the present rule for the 


Il. 


The Boarding-house for Musal- 
man students. 
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award of scholarships to successful candidates in the middle vernacular scholar- 
ship exawination in the Eastern Circle. Formerly a specified number of 
scholarships was reserved for the minor scholarship examination, as well as for 
the middle vernacular scholarship examination. But the two classes of scholarships 
have now been amalgamated, and scholarships are awarded to successful candi- 
dates inthe two examinations, taken together, who secure the highest number of 
marks. Now, it is almost impossible for a candidate for the middle vernacular 
scholarship examination to compete in point of aggregate maiks with minor 
candidates, because the latter have an additional Se carrying 150 addi- 
tional marks. Andthe chance of the former obtaining scholarships will be even 
slenderer, when the proposal to reduce the total number of marks for Geome 
and Mensuration from 100 to 50 is carried out. Ifthe minor candidates have 
to pass in an additional subject, 1¢ should be remembered that the age-limit for 
the minor scholarship examination is a ag higher than that for the middle 
vernacular scholarship examination. To prevent injustice to candidates for 
the middle vernacular scholarship examination, some one or other of the follow- 
ing suggestions should be adopted :— 
1) Additional scholarships should be founded. 
3 The amalgamated scholarships should be split into scholarships for 
minor candidates and scholarships for middle vernacular candi- 
dates as formerly. 

(3) Scholarships should be awarded with reference to the percentage 
of marks out of the total secured in either examination. 

(4) The age-limi:s for both examinstions should be made the same, 
and an additional subject carrying 150 marks should be included 
in the curriculum for the middle vernacular scholarship exami- 
nation. 

13. Referring to the appointment of two new members to the Central 

= ee eis Text-Book Committee, the pwnage wee of “a 

9 BeW SppRnment ® 19th December complains that a Musalman has 

sal ce ree ereacrmes not this time been nite a member of that Com- 

mittee. Musalman education is seriously suffering on account of the absence 
of a sufficient number of Musalman members in the Committee. 


MIHIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Deo, 19th; 1896, 


14, The same paper complains of great lawlessness in the office of the Mre-o-Supaazar. 


Inspector of Schools, Presidency Circle. A svudent 
PA yg ad bh a of of the Santipur Jubilee Madrassa, who appeared in 
the last middle English examination was plucked. 
The school authorities were confident of his success, and not finding his name 
in the Gazette, they applied for the marks scored by the boy, and deposited 
the usual fee. They were, however, told that the office was just then very 
busy, and they would be supplied with the required information in due course. 
The school authorities want the boy’s answer papers to be re-examined. But 
delay is dangerous, and the papers of the candidates may be destroyed before 
the boy’s marks are sent to the school authorities. The Inspector is requested 
to get his papers re-examined, and the school authorities are prepared to pay 
an additional fee for their re-examination. 
15. A writer, in an impassioned letter published in the same paper, com- 
ains that most of the text-books recommended 
von of text-books for Musal- ~ the Central Text-Book Committee are objection- 
_— able from the Musalman point of view. They may 
be very good for Hindu boys, but they are worse than useless for Musalman 
boys. Ramer Rajyabhishek, Aryya Path, Sita, Sisuranjan Ramayan—what have 
Musalman boys to do with such books? ‘There are such books as Bishad 
Sindhu, Maharshi Mansur, and Surya Byay, written by Musalman writers, 
which can serve as very good text-books for Musalman boys. But such is the 
worse and selfishness of the oe pega = Central Text-Book Com- 
hey will not appoint these as text-books. ie 
— 8, wt co in the 'Mihir-o-Sudhakar, observes the Datnik-o-Samachar 
Chandrika of the 21st December complains that 
oe yee 2 books, written by Musalmans, are never appointed 
sy des as text-books by the Central Text-Book Committee 


h 15). The writer could have used politer language than he 
‘a eta tee ey the books, written by Musalmans, fit to be appointed as 
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text-books. The writer argues that Bishad Sindhu and Maharshi Mansur can be 
appointed text-books for Musalman students in the place of Sitar Banavas 
and Aryya Path. No, they cannot be, if students are to be taught pure and 
correct Bengali. These two books, moreover, cannot be approved of by the 
Shiah Musalmans. 
17. The same paper writes as follows :— 
The Mthir-o-Sudhakar complains of * misrule” 
the Inspector of Schools, Presi- in the office of the Inspector of Schools, Presidency 
dency Circle. Circle (see paragraph 14), But the head and 
front of its offence seems to be this:—A student of the Santipur Jubilee 
Madrassa, who appeared in the .: st middle vernacular scholarship examination, 
has been stucked. The school cuthorities, who havea very good opinion of this 
boy, applied to the Inspector’s office for the marks secured by him, and the 
clerks replied that they were extremely busy and the marks would be supplied in 
due course. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar smells foul play in this answer, and suspects 
that the office clerks will destroy the answer papers of the candidates. It is 
certainly too much to think that the Inspector’s office will destroy the papers of 
all the candidates, simply to do deliberate injustice to only one among them. 
The Mihir-o-Sudhakar ought not certainly to have made a mountain of a mole- 
hill in this way. 
(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 17th December says that 
at the meeting of the Municipal Commissioners of 
Calcutta, held on the 10th instant, Babu Bhupendra 
Nath Bose asked the Chairman several questions 
regarding the ceremony of the laying of the foundation stone of the new 
drainage works at Palmer’s Bridge. It is to be regretted that Bhupendra Babu, 
who absented himself from four out of six consecutive meetings of the General 
Committee, should take to bothering the meeting with hideous questions. 

19. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 19th December complains tiat the ap- 
plication of Munshi Abed Ali Khan of Malda, a 
passed. overseer, for a vacant overseership, has been 
rejected by the Malda District Board. Munshi 
Abed Ali ies several times applied for the post, 
without success. Will a Musalman’s claim be always deliberately ignored by 
the Malda District Board? 

20. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 23rd December says that 
the protest which the Municipal Commissioners of 
Calcutta made against the censure which the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor passed upon them in his Palmer’s 
Bridge speech had nothing disloyal or disrespectful in it, and yet many 
persons, official and non-official, left the meeting in a huff. The Lieutenant- 
Governor himself should not take offence at this protest. Even His Honour 
must admit that the Commissioners have done much for the improvement of 
Calcutta, and all Calcutta will bear testimony to the important services they 
have rendered. Neither the Viceroy nor the Lieutenant-Governor will be able 


to abolish self-government from the land, for British policy will not sanction 
such a course. 


A complaint against the office of 


Unseemly conduct in the Calcutta 
Municipality. 


Treatment of Musalman: candi- 
dates for employment by the 
Malda District Board. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s 
Palmer’s Bridge speech. 


(g)}—Railways and communicati ins, including canals and irrigation, 


21. The Hitavadi of the 18th December complains that the State Rail- 


ways in this country invite tenders for the supply 
of coal and other articles, but often rejects lower 
tenders by respectable natives offering to furnish securities in favour of higher 
tenders by Englishmen. The Eastern Bengal State Railway has lately invited 
tenders for the supply of coal, and it isto be hoped that it will deal with the 
tenders in an impartial spirit. 

22. A correspondent of the Bangavosi of the 19th Deeember complains 


aiiks ads c ts i of the bad condition of the roads in Sonamaguri, a 


Tenders in State Railways. 


the Hooghly district. village in the Hooghly district. Even rent-free 
: lands have to pay the road cess, but still there are no 
good roads in the village. There isan old unused and unrepaired road running 


(1199 ) 


through the village, called the Gaureswar’s jangal. If the District Board or the 
, Government undertakes the repair of this road, it will not only remove a great 

inconvenience suffered by the people of this and twenty other villages, but will 
also give employment to many famine-stricken people. 


(h)—General. 


23. Referring to the re-imposition of the excise duty on date trees in the 
) _  Backergunge district, the Barisal Hitatshi of the 
Pty — duty on date treesin 11th December observes that when there is no 
oe regular cultivation of this tree in the district, and 
people use its juice either as a cooling beverage or for the purpose of making 
sweet-meats therefrom, and never as an intoxicant, it has biae unjust to re- 
impose the tax which was abolished some seven or eight years ago, because 
Government was satisfied that date juice was never used in this district as an 
intoxicant. The impost has increased the retail price of the juice by half, and 
there being no market for it at sucha high price, the poor people, who make 
their livelihood in the cold season by the sale of the fresh juice, have had to 
give up their business. ‘This has been a great hardship to them in a year of 
scarcity like this. 
24, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 14th December has 
heard that, through the negligence of the Sub-Regis- 
Po My documents froma Sub- trary and his amla, five or six documents have been 
ie lost from the Sub-Registry Office av Kishorganj, in 
the Mymensingh district. Though the matter is avery serious one, the Sub- 
Registry Office authorities seem quite indifferent. 


25. Referring to the Bengal Government’s decision that the Buddhists 

The Bengal Goveinment’s order are entitled to place the image of Buddha in the 
regarding the image of Buddha in house intended for Buddhist ilgrims in Gaya, the 
Gaya. Sahachar of the 16th Decemher observes that it 
is in no way advisable to allow the Buddhists to establish a temple near 
the temple of the Hindus. The contiguity of two temples belonging to two 
different religious sects will be calculated in course of time to bring about a 


quarrel. It was the fear of such a quarrel that at first determined Government 


in ordering Dharmapal to remove the image from Gaya. Government now 
says that it had ordered the remeval of the image, in the belief that there were 
no Buddhist mendicants in Gaya, but having subsequently found such mendi- 
cants there, it has ordered the making over of the image to them. But, con- 
sidering that Dharmapal will never give up his intention of recovering the 
Mahabodhi temple from the Hindu mahanta, will not the establishment of the 
image of Buddha in Gaya, near the Hindu temple, afford him an opportunity of 
picking quarrels with the Hindus? The differences between Hindus and 
Musalmans have already filled India with religious quarrels, and quarrels 
between Hindus and Buddhists will be an unbearable evil. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie is a wise ruler and isa well-wisher of every community dwelling 
within these provinces. It is hoped that he will remove every possibility of a 
religious quarrel between Hindus and Buddhists. The question whether the 
house in Gaya, which is intended for the use of Buddhist pilgrims, is the pro- 
perty of the Buddhists or of the Hindu mahanta, should be decided by the High 
Court. A High Court decision will set at rest all quarrels between the two 
arties. 

: 26. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitaisht of the 16th Decem- 
A new Sub-Registry Office ber draws attention to the inconvenience which is 
wanted in the Murshidabad dis- suffered by the people of Naoda and Hariharpara 
trict. thanas, in the rig ge a on account of 
ir Sub-Registry Offices being situated at Berhampur and Islampur respect- 
pov The Parthoet ecicouslinr’ of the Noada thana is at a distance of thirty- 
two to thirty-four miles from Berhampur, and the distance between Harihar- 
para and Islampur Sub-Kkegistry Office is fourteen miles. It will be best, 
therefore, to constitute a Sub-Registry Office with Noada and Hariharpara 
thanas, and locate it at some convenient place between those two thanas, and 
to take Daulatabad from the jurisdiction of the Berhampur Sub-Registry and 
incorporate it with the Islampur office, in order to make up for the loss of 
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latter office will sustain in consequence of the removal of Hariharpara 
om Sts jurisdiction. The severance of Daulatabad from the jurisdiction of 
the Berhampur Sub-Registry. and its incorporation with the Islampur Sub- 
Registry office will not materially diminish the work of the Berhampur office, 
whilst such transfer will be decidedly beneficial to the Daulatabad people, who 
are eleven miles from Berhampur and only four miles from Islampur. It is 
hoped that the District Magistrate of Murshidabad and the Inspector-General 
of Registration will attend to this ag onan rage , ' 

97. The Hitavadi of the 18th December complains that the claims of the 
people < Eggo + local are “ pit 

‘Registrarships in Tip- up to this time, been little recognised. e chie 
mo as er . : dicen of the Government olaen ia the district are 
almost all residents of other districts. This disregard of the claims of the people 
of Tippera at a time when the struggle for existence is so severe should not be 
winked at by the authorities.. The District Registrar has lately nominated 
15 persons for the new Rural Sub-Registrarships in Tippera, but of these only 
three are residents of the district. It is hoped that the Inspector-General of 
Registration will see that the just claims of the people of Tippera in the matter 
of these appointments are not overlooked. 

28. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 19th December had expected that Maulvi 

Abdul Jubbar would be granted a special pension of 

Maulvi Abdul Jubbar's special Rs, 6,000 a year. It is, therefore, disappointed to 
ee see that he has been granted a special pension of 
Rs, 5,400 only. : | 

29. The Sanjivani of the 19th a maces _ the ye ong eo 

: ‘Jorg. ond uncultivated jungle lands in Assam, throug 
tion of Se" Chis? Oceumisdoner of which the Renesl-A ssam Railway runs, should be 
Asem, reclaimed and colonies of men from the overcrowded 
districts of India should be settled there. The Government should stop the 
emigration of Indians to foreign countries, where they are badly treated and 
encourage their immigration to the unpopulated parts of Assam. This will 
enrich Assam, as well as bring food to the hungry mouths of poverty-stricken 
Indians. The new Chief Commissioner of Assam should attend to this subject. 

30. There is, observes the same paper, a class of men who must do mis- 

tte sien tein tas ee” chief even to the last moment of their life. A few 
NCEE IES months more and Sir Alfred Croft will retire from 
service, but he has not still ceased to do mischief to the educated Indians. He 
gave them his last bite on the occasion of the selection of examiners for the 
ensuing University Examinations when he said that natives of India were not 
fit to be Examiners in English for the F. A, Examination. Natives of India can 
teach English in F’. A. classes, but they cannot examine boys in that subject in 
the F.A. Examination! The Political Director has tried his best to kindle the 
fire of race animosity even within the sacred precincts of the University. 
Many native gentlemen who were so long being elected examiners in English 
for the F. A. Examination have been degraded, and appointed Examiners for the 
Entrance Examination. ‘They should not pocket this insult for the sake of the 
paltry sum of four or five hundred rupees. 

31. Referring to the reduction of the postage rate in the case of news- 
papers of twenty tolas and under, the Bangavasi of 
the 19th December says that the postage privilege 
which is granted to newspapers of three éolas and under should be extended 


a? granted to newspapers of five ¢olas. It will bea glaring injustice not to 
O 80. 


The nomination for the new 


Newspaper postage. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


32. The Sansodhini of the 20th November gives a list of the names 
of some people who are in great distress in Chitta- 
gong. 

33. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 11th December writes as follows :— 
Severe famine has already broken out in Now- 


; gong, and the low class people, in the agony of 
hunger, are looting the shops, and people can be seen Slispien down Sat or 


Famine in Chittagong. 


Famine in Nowgong. 
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exhausted on the streets from the effects of starvation. Horrible sight; shud- 

dering even to think of! [tis a heart-rending thought that there is want of 

food in the very home of Annapurna (the Hindu Goddess of food), and that her 

children are dying of starvation. It is no light sin that has brought this about! 
34. The Charu Mihir of the 14th December writes as follows:— 


aie In his Jubbulpore speech, the Viceroy said 

‘ -_ Elgin's view of the dis- that in spite of the scanty rainfall he was sepia’ 
to see the prosperous condition of the country 

during his journey through Indore and Gwalior. But His Excellency 
has ony to read the letters of the Englishman's correspondent and of the 
Rev. Mr. Maloney, neither of whom could possibly have had any interest 
in misrepresenting matters in order to know how prosperous the condition 
of the country really is. Itis strange that Lord Elgin in his long jour- 
ney had no opportunity of seeing the sights described in those letters. If 
he had seen them, he could not have been heartless enough to be still engaged 
in calculation and to say that there was only a prospect of famine. If no 
famine still prevails in the Central Provinces, to what cause is to be attri- 
buted the large number of deaths that are taking place there? It is not known 
what steps Government has adopted to prevent deaths. But it is eertain 
that relief works will be useless now, because, already starved almost to death, 
the people have not strength enough to do any manual work. Charity is the 
only means of saving such people. And if Government does not find itself able 
to cope with the situation with its own resources, it should accept the charitable 
proposals which have been made by the people of other countries, The apathy 
of the Government of India has made it difficult for the Local Governments to 
act with firmness and energy, and the consequence has been a large loss of life. 
If adequate measures are not still adopted, the name of the Government will be 
indelibly tarnished. Heaven and earth would have been moved, if what is 

happening in India had happened in England. , 

33. ‘The same paper observes that it is in the power of Government to 
ow reduce the high prices in Eastern Bengal which have 

Bonsal high prices in Eastern glarmed the Lieutenant-Governor, but it is not exer- 
cising its power simply for the sake of free trade. 
The people Lave exhausted their resources by living for three months on food 
purchased at high prices, and they know not how to live if, as is extremely 

probable, prices continue as high for three or four months more. 
36. The Hitavadi of the 18th December writes as follows :-- 

Even Mr. Finucane has had to admit that severe 
distress prevails in the Patna Division. We are 
glad to see that the Lieutenant-Governor has, on 
the strength of that report, given orders for the opening of relief works in that 
Division. His Honour’s Resolution on the subject is — most reassuring. 
His Honour says that care should be taken to see that relief operations are 
properly conducted, and that the expenditure which these operations will involve 
may be recovered afterwards if the lives of the people can be saved. We 
heartily thank His Honour for his determination to put an end to the distress. 

37. The same paper has the following :— 
; The Lieutenant Governor’s Sonepur speech pro- 
vn Se duced an impression in the public mind that His 
Honour did not admit that there was any severe distress, and that he was for 
calling that scarcity, which was, in reality, a famine. But His Honour’s Darbar 


The Lieutenant-Governor in the 
distress. 


ge has, to a great extent, removed that impression, His Honour said in 
t 


at, speech :—“ The price-lists even in Eastern Bengal are weighing on me like 
a nightmare just now.” Let these words of His Honour be echoed from one 
end of the Province to the other. It is our good luck that His Honour realises 
the dreadful situation and admits it. His sympathetic words have reassured us. 
We feel that Sir Alexander Mackenzie will, like Sir Antony MacDonnell, earn 
the blessings of all India by his efforts to grapple with the distress. — 
His Honour also said :—‘‘ The Government does not repudiate its own obli- 
tion to keep all classes alive.” It is long since we heard words so soothing. 
His Honour, it is true, has done nothing beyond admitting a plain duty of the 
Government. But even this is very gratifying to us, because we are accustomed 
to hear only harsh words from our rulers. If His Honour performs the duty he 
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fo admitted, if he holds out his helping hand to save starving men and women 


from the jaws of death, not one life will be lost. During the terrible famine of 
1873-74 Lord Northbrook saved many lives by timely precautions, Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie, too, can prevent deaths from starvation, if he sets to 
work at once. If the present famine is more widespread than that of 1873-74, 
the facilities for communication and the transport of grains are far greater now 
than they were then. i 

Alluding to the impending water-scarcity, His Honour dwelt upon the 
duty that lay upon the zamindars of excavating tanks and wells. Certainly, 
this is a duty of the zamindars, but it 1s a greater duty of the District Boards. 
If the Bengal Government has no money to give to the District Boards for this 
purpose, it should apply to the Government of India fora loan. The Viceroy 
said the other day at Jubbalpur:—“ Any appeal made to the Government of 
India will meet with a sympathetic and ready response.” 

Let no one suppose that we dissuade the zamindars from being free with 
their money in this crisis, The “amindars are bound to assist their distressed 
countrymen, whether or not Government asks them to render any help. The 
zamindars should advise Government as to the best means of removing the 
scarcity of food and water. They should also help Government in conducting 
relief operations. 

In conclusion, we would advise the Lieutenant-Governor not to rely 
implicitly upon the reports of the mufassal officials. ‘Those officials are not 
sufficiently alive to the duty of saving the lives of distressed people, which His 
Honour owns to be the legitimate duty of the Government, and some of them 
deny that duty altogether. These officials, therefore, send reports about the 
distress, which are either purely imaginary or are carelessly compiled. His 
Honour should see that this does not happen, and the men of light and leading 
in the country should help him by furnishing him with correct information. 

38. The same paper delivers itself as follows :— 

The Secretary of State says that famines have 
taken place in Indiain all ages, and that the English 
Government is not responsible for them. He also 
ey | claims for the English Government the credit of 
making relief arrangements such as were never before known in the country. 
We, however, believe that it is only under English rule that distress has become 
very severe. Failure of crops there has been, indeed, in all ages, but never 
before was failure of crops attended with such distress. A failure of crops need 
not necessarily cause distress; nor is it necessarily attended with starvation 
elsewhere. But India, which is a subject country, has been impoverished by 
the draining away of its wealth, year after year, to England, and the Indian > 
people have no reserve money to fall back upon in seasons of scarcity. More 
and more —T is being sent to England, and the cost of the administration is 
becoming ever heavier. 

Sir William Hunter has calculated that 40 millions of people in this country 

live in a state of chronic starvation. A failure of crops renders these 40 
millions absolutely helpless. 

Government ought to adopt precautionary measures as soon as there is a 
failure of crops. But this is not done. Government is not at first disposed to 
believe in the existence of a scarcity, and a long time is spent in discussions 
as to whether there is really a scarcity or not. Government wakes from its 
sleep when people actually begin to die. Government does not believe that 
a severe distress prevails in the country just at this moment. Reports of death 
from starvation are being published in the newspapers, and yet the authorities 
say that there is no grave reason for uneasiness, This is how relief operations 
are conducted. There is, besides, a chronic deficit in the exchequer of the 
Government of India. That Government has misappropriated even the Famine 

Insurance Fund. 

Government grants an exchange compensation of a crore and a half every 

your in its sympathy with the imaginary distress of highly-paid English officers, 

ut it requires to be goaded to action when the people come to the point of 
death from starvation. Is not this disgraceful to the English Government? Is 
not that Government any way responsible for the famines that take place in the 
country ? Nobody who has read history will absolve it from that responsibility. 


The Secretary of State’s dis- 
claimer of the English Govern- 
ment’s responsibility for Indian 
famines. 
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39. The same paper says that a Meherpur correspondent of the Amrita 
ees 2 " ‘ Razar Patrika names several villages, such as 
divin tthe Nediadutict. -Lehara, Baribanka, Gopalnagar, Bhabarpara, 
Najirer Kuthi, Sonapur, Viswanathpur, Sibpur, 
Bhagavan, Bhabanandapur, Sahibpur, Bandar, Hitampur, Chaulachasi, Syampur, 
Jaypur, Anandabag, Gopalpur, Harirampur, Moksa, Gopinathpur, Rajnagar, 
Maniknagar, Kona, Taranagar, Babupur and ope 8 in which extreme di 
prevails. The District Board has opened relief works at Tehara, but the wage 
allowed to able-bodied men is 6 pice per diem at 9 time when rice is selling at 
8 seers per rupee. Is ita wage sufficient to enable a labourer to maintain 
himself with wife and children? I£ so poor a remuneration does not attract 
Jabourers to the relief works, Government should not conclude that there is no 
distress. The editor requests Government to attend to this. Mr, Westmacott 
will soon go to Nadia to inspect personally the condition of the district. Will 
he not take pity upon poor natives ? 

40. The same paper says that the distress which prevails in several places 

tick eiaiiin t Wied Minin in East Bengal has made the authorities uneasy. 

en toe Bui the best way of relieving the distress will be to 

dig tanks and wel!s, and to undertake, without delay, the projected construction 

of houses for Munsifs. In this way the apprehended scarcity of water will be 

prevented, and a work which Government has resolved to undertake will be 
accomplished, while at the same time starving people will be fed, © 

41. The Sansodhini of the 18th December publishes the following reports 
of scarcity :— 

Nowapara.—The condition of the people very 

miserable. Only a six-anna crop is to be expected. Rice is selling at kutcha 
12 seers per rupee. Many respectable people are pledging gold and silver. 
Many among the lower class people are starving. ‘They are appeasing hunger 
by picking up rejected articles thrown in the bazar. 
_ Hathhazari.—The condition of the people is, on the whole, miserable. 
Most fields are parched by drought. Paddy has grown in a small number of 
places, but even those places will not yield a 16-anna crop. The price of rice 
and paddy is very high, old a¢ap rice selling at 93 to 10 seers Ahuchi per rupee. 
Many day-labourers cannot get two meals a day. The distress is the most 
severe in the village of Gumanaddan, where a failure of crops for two successive 
years has rendered the people perfectly helpless. A very large number of people 
are starving. | 

42. The Sanjivani of the 19th December does not approve of the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s proposal to appoint indigo planters and 
Assistant Police Superintendents as Famine Super- 
intendents. The writer has no faith in the intelli- 
gence and kindness of police officers and indigo-planters. The Govern- 
ment has resolved to spend crores of rupees to save human life, but its 
humane object will be frustrated if the management of affairs is entrusted to 
headstrong, heartless and unprinzipled men. It will be much better to entrust 
the management to Deputy and Sub-Inspectors of Schools, and, if necessary, 
even to the newly-appointed Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collectors. Settlement 
Officers too may be entrusted with the management of famine relief works, 
Inspection of schools may be postponed for a year, and settlement work will be 
over with the winter season. ve 

Regarding the appointment of indigo planters, it is ito be asked if there are 
not better men available in Bihar. The people have very little confidence in, 
and respect for, indigo-planters. Educated native gentlemen are more in touch 
with the masses, and are consequently held in greater esteem by the latter. 
The writer, however, thanks those indigo-planters who have offered to serve as 
Famine Superintendents without remuneration, Itis a shame that native 

entlemen have not similarly offered their services. It is to be expected, 
however, that educated, active and conscientious native gentlemen will come 
forward to join in this noble work of saving human life, and that their offer 
will be accepted by the Government. 


43. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the distress pre- 
43 vailing in several parts of Bengal. In Krish- 
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Magistrate’s office and begging for food. Many are applying for takavé loan. 
The authorities, however, are sending them away with the assurance of help in 
March. Famine mortality is reported from Plassey and Kaliganj. The autho- 
rities are inquiring into these reports, but no attempt has yet been made to 
grant relief to the famine-stricken people, Acute distress prevails in Khulna. 
Even middle-class people are not getting two meals a day. I'he inhabitants of 
Bhattapratap, Sobhal, Achainagar, Baruiparah, and Kodhala are in a helpless 
condition, and will die if relief is not soon forthcoming. People have been 
reduced to skeletons, and the number of beggars has swelled. The strong are 
snatching food from the mouths of the weak. Nepali Mandal of Bhattaprata 
had to starve for two days. On the third day he disappeared, leaving his 
family to their fate. Nasiram Nai and another had to starve for three days, and 
are now living on wild berries, water plants and the kernel of palmstones. 
Water scarcity too prevails, and dysentery has therefore broken out. Cholera is 
raging in many villages. Corpses are found lying by the road-side, the jackals 
greedily devouring and feasting upon them. 

44. The Som Prakash of the 21st December has been reading in the 
‘Calcutta Gazette for some weeks past that there is 
abundant water in the Bankura and Burdwan dis- 
tricts; but it learns from a trustworthy source that 
there is a terrible scarcity of water at Majida, Arjuri, and the neighbouring 
villages, so that water has to be carted from a distance of 10 to 12 miles. 

45. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 21st December says that the Amrita Bazdr 
Patrika objects to the proposal of holding a meeting 
in Calcutta for the purpose of raising subscriptions 
for the help of the famine-stricken people of Bengal, 
and argues that Government, after having swal- 
lowed the famine fund, should not come forward to collect subscriptions for 
relief tag Sono When the Patrika does not object to the raising of subscriptions 


for the Congress, its objection to raise subscriptions for famine relief is not at 
ull justifiable, 


46. The Sulabh Dainik of the 24th December hopes that the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika will soon publish the photos of 
skeleton-like figures of certain famine-stricken 

ple of Jubbalpur, which a correspondent has sent 
to it, and thereby enable the public to understand the real state of things. 
Such ghastly figures are no doubt to be met with in numbers in those parts. 
The correspondent should also send those photos to the Queen and lay them 
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before Parliament, the Secretary of State, the India Council, and the English 
public at large. They will then be able to see how efficient, sym ic and 


eonscientious the Indian officials are. The publication of the photos in this 
country is likely to do more harm than good, for the preparer of such photos 
may be punished as a rebel. The fact is that there is severe distress in the 
country and there is no time to be lost. If proper steps are even now taken, 
many lives may be saved; otherwise skeleton-figures hike those depicted in the 
Jubbalpur photos will be met with at many other places. 


47. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th December says that 
Lord Elgin has not done well by declining English 

P subscriptions in aid of the distressed. Already 
. . 150 persons in a thousand have died in the Central 
Provinces. In adistric# with a population of 5 lakhs, 75 thousand persons have 
died. Still Lord Elgin looks to the winter rains for a remedy; but he is mis- 
taken. The assistance offered by England should be at once accepted, for 
England may help India materially in the present distress, 


Declining of English subscri 
tions in aid of the distressed. 


VI.—MiIsceLLaNeovus. 


48. Tho Hitavadi of the 18th December writes as follows :— 
The Englishman newspaper is very kind to us. 
We had no idea before that it was so great a well- 


wisher of ours. Our contempo it would seem 
18 tormunted by the fear lest the Hitavadi should “ be aavlid sadualy near 


the verge of treason.” This is how it wrote on the 11th instant: — 


The Englishman on the Hita- 
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Our pancage, ci! Bovey Hitavadi appears to be straying perilously near the 
verge of treason. Speaking of the recent case in which a punkha. cooly acci- 
dentally met with his death at the hands of a European soldier up-country, upon 
whom a sentence of imprisonment was passed, the Hitavadi addresses the 
deceased cooly in the following apostrophe :—‘ Go, then, Ganes, go to that blessed 
abode where the wicked do not oppress and where injustice is not tolerated. 
And every sigh, every tear of your relatives and of your countrymen will fall 
on the soil of this country, like a spark of fire, and the English Government will, 
perhaps, have one day to see the large conflagration which will be brought about 
by the accumulation of millions of these sparks.’ To preach another mutin 
against the Government simply because an individual soldier lays violent hands 
on a punkhawalla (for which he has been punished) is rather a large order. As 
for the sparks which present themselves to the heated imagination of the writer, 
we trust they will not do anything so abnormal as to accumulate in the way he 
suggests. But if they do, the British Government will probably be able to 
knock them out of the country again, as it has done before.” 


That Englishmen who kill natives either escape scot-free or are only lightl 
punished is now too notorious a fact to require any instance or illustration. We 
are perfectly helpless if it be treason to point out to Government that such a 
failure of justice may loosen the foundations of the Empire. No Indian desires 
the subversion of British rule; but to say that no injustice, partiality or oppres- 
sion exists under British rule would be to show scant respect for truth. If English 
ascendency is to be made permanent, it should not be based upon mere brute 
force, and it will not do to level, in all cases, guns against the people with the 
view of frightening them. A Government should seek to be an object of love 


to the people rather than an object of fear to them. It is precisely because we | 


desire the permanence of British rule that we point out its defects and short- 
comings. Far from inciting treason, we do not even dream of it. Itis for the 
Englishman, therefore, to say how we have preached treason, Be that as it 
may, this reference to an article of ours so long after its appearance has rather a 


suspicious look. Is this, then, a move to set the English jurors against us, now 
that our case is going to be heard? 


49, The same paper delivers itself as follows :— 
The loyalty of the Indians has been well known 
to the world from time immemorial. The Euro- 
n countries are independent, and yet treasonable societies are to be found in 
every one of them. Whohas not heard of the Russian Nihilists, of the German 
Socialists, of the Irish Fenians? Many a diabolic plot of these rebels has come 
to light from time to time. But is there any mention m Indian history of any 
such society ° 


In the Hindu Sastras the sovereign is spoken of as a god, and loyalty is 
ingrained in the very bone and marrow of the Hindu. The Hindu looks upon 
treason as a great sin. To accuse the Hindus, therefore, of treason, is only to 
afford proof of a base heart. 


The native press is acting precisely in the same spirit as the Congress. 
The press in this country is not only an enlightener of public opinion, but an 
interpreter between Government and the people. This is the task which the 
native press has ever in its eye. The native press flatters itself that by inter- 
preting between Government,and the people it is strengthening the foundations 
of British rule, but it is a matter of regret that there are people in the country 
who do not fail to discover even in this holy endeavour signs of treason. 

It is a happy thing that the rulers of the land are not always influericed 
by such base opinion. They know that tears are the only resource of the poor 
Indians. They know that when the Indians are deeply R iy they suppli- 
cate Government for mercy, and if that mercy is granted they are extremely 
gratified, and if it is denied they only curse their fates. 

You may not, O slanderer, appreciate this deep loyalty, but this loyalty is 
nevertheless a veritable fact. We know that the English Government seeks to 
promote our welfare. We know thatweare indebted to the English Government 
for our political education, for a knowledge of our political rights. We know 
that we are still weak in body and undeveloped in our faculties. We know that 


we are only learning to stand on our own legs. 
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If the English Government expresses a desire to-day to leave this country, 
we shall have to fall at its feet to dissuade it from that project, for if English- 
men leave India, Hindus, Musalmans, Jains and Christians will fly at one- 
another’s throat, and Indians will come under the sway of a strorg people like 
the Russians or the Afghans. Too : 

Those who imagine that Indians do not know all this are greatly mistaken, 
but their number, fortunately, issmall. These deluded Anglo-Indians who do not 
hesitate to avow their treasonable projects on the slightest provocation, such as 
the introduction of an Ilbert Bill or the making of any proposal for the improve- 
ment of natives, consider the Indians a people like themselves, and are, 
therefore, so ready to accuse them of treason. 

50. The Bangavasi of the 19th December has the following :— 

; There are many in this country, said the 
Cpe Alexander Mackenzie on the Lieutenant-Governor calmly and deliberately in his 
ristianigation of roung “Duff College speech, who do not outwardly profess 
to be Christians, but are Christians at heart. Lay your hands on your hearts 
and say if there is a single word said amiss in His Honour’s speech. The 
Lieutenant-Governor did not draw upon his imagination when he said that 
the educated people of this country are more or less Christianised in principles, 
manners, and customs. He stated the bare fact. He stated only what he has 
seen and heard every day of his life. There is nothing which can escape the 
notice and scrutiny of the ruler. 

What is the meaning of this Christianisation that is spoken of by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in his speech? It means a close and servile imitation of Chris- 
tian life, the adoption of Christian manners and customs, the wearing of Chris- 
tian dress, the eating of Christian food, the disregard of caste rules and rules of 
internal and external purification, the free and promiscuous intercourse of men 
and women. Adoption of Christian manners and customs means a good deal 
more. Adopt these and you will not have to bathe after touching a dead body 
or something more anken you will not have to walk barefoot even on your 
father’s death, or to perform his sradh or tarpan; you will not have to besmear 
an unclean place with cowdung or wash your mouth and face after dinner; you 
will not have to support your parents or bear the burden of a joint family. 
It will not go against Christian principles to make your parents pay for what 
they eat at your house on an occasional visit. It will not go against Christian 
Political Economy to send a beggar to jail. Christians marry in youth or later 
in life. Before they marry they carry on courtship, during which a young 
man and his lady-love freely mix with each other, study each other’s heart, 
study many things more in connection with each ofher. They need not consult 
the planets and the stars in their marriage or in their sexual intercourse. The 
marriage tie in Christian society can be easily broken, and the divorced 

husband or wife can very easily re-marry. The Christian woman is not pro- 
hibited from going about unveiled in the company of a man other than her 
husband, from joining a picnic party or from dancing in a ball. 

These are the characteristics of Christian life. Sir Alexander Mackenzie. 
has traced these characteristics in the life of the educated Indians of the present 
day. ‘The Christian missionaries are moving heaven and earth to convert us 
to Christianity. They have failed to make us Christians, but have certainly 
succeeded in Christianising us. And of this not Christian missionaries alone, 
but the whole Christian world is proud. | 

91. The Sulabh Dainik of the 23rd December is not satisfied with Mr. Risley’s 

: ; statement in the Council that Government does not 
ornmant sores) % Petty Gov- think it necessary to allow any increase of salary to 
Government servants in receipt of salaries above 12 

rupees, The Lieutenant-Governor should consider that in these days of dear pro- 
Vislons & man cannot get two meals a day for anything less than six rupees per 
month. Such being the case, Government will do well to prohibit those servants 


_ who cannot expect a salary above 25 rupees from marrying, or, even if the 
marry, from begetting children. ” —— * . 


Urtya Papers, 
52. The Samvad Vahika of the 3rd December writes as follows :— 


Diteseste Cites The rice and paddy market is somewhat easy 
now owing to the influx of the remnant of the crop 
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left in the fields, and which is being hastily gathered in for fear of being stolen. 
The labouring people have also obtained employment in reaping, but as soon as 
this is over they will virtually have nothing to do. It will thus appear that 
even from the month of Magh the distress of those depending on the market will 


commence, and when the scanty remnant of the crop, which is being gathered, 
will be exhamsted, it will, be aggravated during the hot summer mae Starva- 
tion is already being experienced by those who depend upon the market. The 
prices of all @atables having gone up, a labourer earnirg not more than 


three annas @ Way cannot be expected to give a family of four or five members 
more than halt mie dood they require. 

The cqngeaiaae yf the people of the flooded tracts has already become 
serious. Govecnmenat 


for the relief of di gress in these parts, and District, Local and Municipal Boards 
are requested to 0 val fehief works. 
53. The same paper suggests that the wealthy zamindars and other rich 


people of the country should, now that the time 
for helping the helpless has actually come, make a 
proper use of their hoarded money and contribute handsomely towards a fund 
for relieving the sufferings of the poor. 

54. The Utkaldipika of the 12th December thinks that at the rate at 
which the railway work is progressing, there will 
be hardly any work left to be done by coolies in 
March next. The writer, therefore, commends the action of the Collector of 
Cuttack in arranging to provide relief work in the shape of excavation of 
tanks, &c., on a wider scale to meet the exigencies of the time, and hopes that 
the other District Officers will do the same. 

65. Referring to a theft which has occurred in the Cuttack Civil Surgeon’s 


: _ Office, in consequence of which some office papers 

sinaue PB Cuttack Civil and records have been destroyed or removed, the 
writer of the same paper asks if the clerk in charge 

of the office, Daitari Das, is not the same individual, who some years ago was 


compelled to resign his appointment as a vaccination clerk, for tampering with 
public accounts. 
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